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The signal processing is effected by dividing the image into blocks 
each of which comprises a matrix of image elements. The max. and min. 
darkness levels are obtained from the image elements for each block and 
the difference between the max. and min. values with the optical 
darkness level of the image surface to which the block belongs obtained 
from the difference value. 

Pref . the difference value is compared with a reference value with 
the block recognised as part of a printed text image or a visual iiaage 
in dependence on whether the difference value is above or below the 
reference value. 
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